The13th edition of this iconic text has undergone what the editors describe as a 'complete change'. For the past almost 60 years there have been contributions from only five authors-J. Alfred Lee, R. S. Atkinson, G. B. Rushman, N. J. H. Davies and J. M. Cashman. In acknowledgement of the increasing sub-specialisation occuring in anaesthesia, every chapter has now been substantially re-written by invited authors with appropriate interests and experience. The inconsistant and idiosyncratic layout that was a feature of previous editions has been replaced by a more traditional and easy-to-read format. The references at the end of each chapter have been expanded and are now much more useful. The better chapters in the book have included up to 126 references, mainly up-todate and inclusive of landmark historical articles, Cochrane reports and guidelines from the National Institute of Clinical Exellence, the American Society of Anaesthesiologists and Great Britain and Ireland Association of Anaesthetics.
This book has never been designed to replace the need for detailed textbooks, but to serve as a summary of current teaching and practice for both the student and consultant practitioner. It comfortably achieves this aim.
The better chapters, especially from Section 4-Regional Anaesthesia, provide excellent, concise, scientific and practical reviews.
Section 5-Anaesthesia For Various Procedures is patchy and lightweight. It is worth skimming through however, as banal paragraphs are followed by insightful, sometimes quirky and almost state of the art reflections.
I've always had a soft spot for this book and would buy it myself but for some, it will lack detail. It does indeed lie somewhere between a pocket handbook and a major text book. All major anaesthesia departments need a copy in their library.
M. R. R. JONES Sydney, New South Wales ultrasound in regional anaesthesia and intravascular line placement add strength to the book.
To cover the full range of critical care echocardiology in a small resource book is no easy undertaking. Not surprisingly, there are some areas where it could be argued the balance could be different. For example the application of Doppler Tissue Imaging (DTI) of the mitral annulus is overtaking the use of Pulmonary Venous Wave Form (PVWF) analysis in the analysis of diastolic dysfunction and assessment of left atrial pressures. DTI of the mitral annulus is also more readily obtained than PVWF when using the transthoracic approach. Another criticism is although the mini CD fits into the book, the small size makes its insertion into automatic CD loaders somewhat difficult. Overall, however, this is an excellent aid to those learning echocardiography and is also a good resource for more experienced practitioners.
A As the title implies, the editor's aim with this book is to survey a range of topics showing the relevance and importance of basic science concepts to the practice of clinical anaesthesia-always an admirable task! It is a multi-authored volume, with the writers coming mainly (although not exclusively) from the U.K., presenting 30 individual topics that are grouped into the major sections of pharmacology (10), physiology (14) and clinical measurement (6). Each of these sections is therefore about 10 pages and in general, most provide an excellent and in-depth summary of a specialised area. While some sections focus on cutting edge areas of science such as 'Mechanisims of anaesthesia: a role for voltage-gated K channels?' or 'Nanotechnology', the majority offer straightforward clear synopses of areas of basic physiology and pharmacology such as acid-base balance, temperature regulation, receptors and second messenger systems. The section on chirality is particularly well written and covers this important area in considerably more detail than that found in most other pharmacology or anaesthesia texts. Primary examination candidates will find this a useful companion to the current list of recommended texts, although the range of topics covered is naturally limited. Nevertheless, those 314 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 35, No. 2, April 2007 
